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December 20, 2007

  

 WASHINGTON, D.C. -  Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the fiscal year 2008 omnibus appropriations bill approved by Congress last night includes millions in federal assistance for various projects in Hampshire and Hampden Counties.  

 Congressman Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and Chairman of the Transportation-HUD Appropriations Subcommittee and worked to include the funding in the omnibus spending legislation.  The omnibus represents 11 annual appropriations bills pulled together into one package.  The bill will fund most of the federal government’s domestic activities in 2008.  

 Olver declared, "This federal funding will help our excelling organizations in the Pioneer Valley continue to do their important work."  

 The projects and their included dollar amounts are:  

$294,000 for Westfield Vocational-Technical High School Manufacturing Program

 The funding will go toward the immediate need to replace outdated and unsafe precision manufacturing equipment in Westfield Vocational-Technical High School’s  award-winning Manufacturing Technology Department.  It will also contribute to the broader goal of keeping local manufacturing companies viable by providing them with a highly skilled local workforce.  

 "If we don’t provide additional resources to upgrade technology and equipment and help local vocational schools to produce qualified, highly skilled workers, then we will be constraining a substantial industry that can provide very good jobs in our region," Olver said. "This funding is a start, and I believe we will see a good return on this federal investment."  

For more information about this project, contact: Clement Fucci, of the Manufacturing Technology Department, at 413-572-6549

$259,700 for the Amherst Cinema Arts Center

 This funding will help purchase the new Amherst Cinema Arts Center, an addition to the historic Amherst Cinema Building, which has been transformed into a multi-use complex with restaurants, retail shops and office space.  

 "The Amherst Cinema Arts Center is giving the town and region an economic boost by making Amherst center a destination for cultural tourism and anchoring an exciting new complex of eateries and shops," Olver said. "The new center has also created the positive spin-off effect of increased foot traffic into the town center’s restaurants, stores and other businesses - giving people a reason to spend time in town both day and evening, all year round."  

For additional information about this project, contact: Carol M. Johnson, Executive Director, 413-253-2541 ext. 6

$1.47 million for Route 116 improvements

 This project will realign a 9400 foot section of Mass. State Route 116 from the Amherst/Granby town line to the main entrance of Hampshire College.  This realignment improves safety by removing two sharp curves and remedying incorrect banking on the southern section of roadway and re-configuring the Rte. 116 and Bay Road intersections with dual roundabouts.  

 Traffic volume in this area is high as a result of visitors and traffic from throughout the region, because of the presence of Atkins’ Farm Market; Hampshire College; nearby culture facilities, including the International Yiddish Book Center and the Eric Carle Museum; and the entrance to the Notch Visitor Center.  

 "This stretch sees quite a lot of traffic, and these blind spots and sharp curves have lead to numerous accidents in the past," said Congressman Olver.  "These are serious safety issues that need to be corrected."  

For additional information, contact: Gilford B. Mooring, Superintendent of Public Works Town of Amherst, 413-256-4050 ext. 12, or Albert Stegeman, District 2 MHD Director, 413-582-0590.

$980,000 for I-91 ITS   This funding will be used to install telecommunications fiber and conduit and intelligent transportation system (ITS) components along the length of the Interstate I-91 right-of-way from the Connecticut Valley to the Vermont border.  The project will include installation of empty conduit and access nodes at major intersections and at town, business and commercial centers along the length of I-91.  The conduit will be available for lease by private telecommunication fiber providers.  

 "All communities in the Pioneer Valley have the potential of benefitting from this project," Olver said.  "This project will lay the ground work to open up a world of telecommunications opportunities." For additional information, contact: Albert Stegeman, District 2 MHD Director, 413-582-0590.   

$282,000 for Western Mass Enterprise Fund (WMEF)
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 The funding will support the WMEF business lending program, located in Holyoke (in Open Square), which provides financing and technical assistance to emerging small businesses throughout the region.  

 "Western Mass Enterprise Fund provides much needed capital in the region to develop and strengthen small businesses," Congressman Olver said.  "This funding will go a long way towards helping WMEF fulfill their mission of strengthening communities by creating economic opportunities for low and moderate income people in western and central Massachusetts."  

For more information, contact: Chris Sykes, Executive Director, WMEF, 413-420-0183.

$1.9 million for Conte Wildlife Refuge Land Acquisition

 The funding (actually amount: $1,968,800) will enable the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in conjunction with the Trust for Public Land, to acquire land in the Fort River Division of the Silvio O. Conte Wildlife Refuge.  This area is prioritized by the Fish and Wildlife Service as prime grassland bird habitat and part of a mosaic with active farmland and a public water supply area.  

 "I am very pleased that I was able to secure funding for the Conte Wildlife Refuge," Olver said. "In light of current development pressures in the Connecticut River watershed, it is increasingly important that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have the resources to preserve the most critically sensitive ecosystems within the Connecticut River Valley."  

For additional information about this project, contact: Andrew French, Project Leader, Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge, 413-548-8002, ext. 111

$147,660 for Conte Anadromous Fish Lab in Turners Falls

 The funding will support the purchase of equipment to conduct basic and applied research on the effects of environmental contaminants, dams, and altered river flows on the restoration and sustainability of fish populations, including endangered fish species.  The research is needed to improve our understanding of the effects of dams and their operations, along with flow alterations, on the Connecticut Rivers’ ability to support native biodiversity.  

 "During the Industrial Revolution, many populations of anadromous fishes were severely depleted by damming, pollution or alteration of their migratory or spawning habitats," Olver said. "Without these funds the lab would not be able to purchase the equipment necessary to conduct the critical research to restore naturally reproducing populations within their original ranges."  

 For additional information about this project, contact: Steve Garabedian, Ph.D., Branch Chief, Silvio O. Conte Anadromous Fish Research Laboratory, U.S. Geological Survey - Leetown Science Center, 413-863-3802.  

$1,378,160 for Connecticut River Combined Sewer Overflow work

 This funding will be used to assist communities in meeting federally mandated Administrative Orders to eliminate combined sewer overflows along the Connecticut River in Massachusetts, which currently discharge 1.8 billion gallons of polluted effluent into the River each year.  

For additional information on this project, contact: Chris Curtis, Chief Planner and Section Manager for Land Use and Environment, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, 413-781-6045.
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